Wells Reopened and Renamed 

Gen 26:18-25 And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. 19 But when Isaac's servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen, saying, "The water is ours." So he called the name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah. 22 And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, saying, "For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land." 23 From there he went up to Beersheba. 24 And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, "I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham's sake." 25 So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac's servants dug a well. ESV

Isa 12:2-3 "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation." 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The Biblical phrase is “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” and when we examine the stories of those men, it is very clear why we would want to emulate Abraham and Jacob.  Abraham was the friend of God, the one to whom God Almighty dined and fellowshipped with and then there is Jacob, the great story of a deceiver and a man altogether different than God being changed and transformed until he was known as Israel, a prince with God.  In the middle of those obvious inspirations, we have Isaac.  And Isaac was known in the Bible for … well what exactly was Isaac known for except that he was Abraham’s son and Jacob’s father?  Let us remember that God does not leave out nor diminish Isaac one bit compared to the others and was just as much the God and just as active in Isaac’s life as he was the other two because He was the God of “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  Isaac, then, must have had qualities that made him a hero of faith.  Even though, he is the one who gets the least press, let us consider what it was that we should learn from Isaac’s life for a moment.  I think one great trait of Isaac’s story is:

Isaac continued the Godly tradition of Abraham.

This was not necessarily as simple as a casual glance at the scriptures might suggest.  Isaac had to grow up the promised seed with many years under the taunting and the browbeating mistreatment of his half-brother Ishmael, the only person in scripture to be prophesied to be “a donkey of a man.”  For Isaac to grow up and to embrace the promises of God made to his father, he frankly had to deal everyday with the mistakes of his father that tried its best to thwart what God was doing.  Although Isaac didn’t fight with great armies nor see angels climbing up and down ladders, the fact that he kept a positive view toward the God whom his father introduced him despite having to bear the brunt of the consequences of his father and mother’s impatience and sin is downright amazing.  

And there is that matter of God calling Abraham to offer up Isaac.  Isaac was no baby or small child when this matter happened and Abraham was no spring chicken.  We often forget that it would have likely been a simple matter for Isaac to run away and escape once he realized that the sacrifice that Abraham had in mind was him.  But there is an implied element of submission on Isaac’s part in this story.  Isaac is not recorded as fighting his father as he placed him on the altar and that is astounding.  Sure Abraham bound his son upon the altar, but before that Isaac was either slow on the uptake, or he trusted his father and his father’s God completely.  And afterwards, Isaac came to serve faithfully the very God who had once decreed that he had to be offered on the altar!  From this, I think that it is clear that Isaac wholeheartedly loved God and served Him and that it was no second-hand faith but a faith within him just like Abraham had had for himself.  Another great trait of Isaac is that:

Isaac was known for meditating on the things of God.

The Bible records in Genesis 24:63 that as his future wife, Rebekah, was coming towards the camp, Isaac had gone out into the fields to meditate.  This is not far-eastern, Zen nonsense, but rather a time of prayer and reflection upon the promises and the commandments of God.  It appears from this scripture and other references in the narrative that this was a common habit for Isaac, to go out into the evening and spend time with the Lord and specifically to get away from the hustle and bustle of the day and to meditate and ponder God’s Words.  

In this specific case, Isaac’s meditation before the Lord and devotion time positioned him to receive the promise of his wife and I think the same could be said for all other happenings of his life.  Perhaps the reason that we somewhat view Isaac’s life as “uneventful” when compared to Jacob’s craziness is because Isaac’s life was much smoother and more tranquil.  This no doubt came in part from his habit of spending time with God everyday and focusing and meditating and considering and rehearsing God’s promises and commandments.  I think all of us could learn something great from this trait of Isaac:  if you want the wife or husband that God wants you to have, spend time with the Lord each day!  Or to put it more generally:  if you want to know and love and experience the power of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you must spend time with, think upon, and love that God as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did.  If we will copy these men’s good traits, the result is that the God who never changes will also be our friend, will take care of the issues of our life even down to who we marry and when it happens, and will be with us each step of the way.  That’s a comforting thought and it turns out there is much to be learned from Isaac’s example, even if the principles are subtler in the scriptural story.  

Beyond these two things, though, there is really only one more trait that stands out in Isaac’s life and really this final one is the unique way that Isaac was different from Abraham and Jacob.  Here we find Isaac’s devotion; here we find what most scholars consider to be the primary lesson to be gleaned from Isaac’s life; here we find the crux of what I would bring to you today in this message, and that is that:

Isaac was a prolific well digger.

That sounds funny at first, to be preaching as someone’s strength and talent, especially to our modern ears, but in those days, wells were the primary source of water and without water, there could be no life.  Isaac was foremost known in the scriptural story and in his time as a well digger.  Isaac repeatedly dug wells throughout his life and of all of the other things perhaps that he was in life, he is known and remembered in history as one who made digging wells a priority of utmost importance.

Isaac dug new wells but in our text, we find that he was not just drawn to new sources of water, but we read that:

Gen 26:18 And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his father had given them. ESV
The Philistines, the enemies of God’s people always, had taken the wells that Abraham had once dug and filled them in with debris and clutter.  Isaac not only dug new wells but took the initiative to dig again the wells of his father Abraham and – catch this, because it is important – when these wells were dug again, Isaac renamed them back to what Abraham had originally called them.  Apparently the Philistines not only filled in the wells of Abraham but gave them other names and Isaac decided that he would undo both and that this fact is recorded for us leads us to great spiritual truths!  

Mark our text as a warning and as a challenge.  If neglected and somebody doesn’t do something to prevent it, our enemy will fill in, pollute, and stop up what had been good and living waters.  And perhaps just as bad, the enemy will rename those wells from what they were originally called.  And it took an Isaac to realize what was happening and to stand up and reverse it and change the situation.  God needs us to be like Isaac today and refuse to let this happen, and in the case that it has already happened, to refuse this as the final outcome and reverse the process!  May the wells of God be open and pure and may we call them what God originally called them!

______________________________________________________________________ 

I’ve come to preach to you about the wells of your life.  Never forget that:

Salvation is a well.

Time will not permit us to go through all of Jesus’ conversation with the woman in the 4th chapter of John and how it correlates with the Holy Spirit, and many of you are familiar with it so that I only have to briefly mention it.  The Spirit of God is that living water that Jesus Christ came to give and when one is born again of the water and of the Spirit, they have tapped into the “wells of salvation.”  That is a phrase borrowed from our text in Isaiah:

Isa 12:2-3 "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation." 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. ESV

Say it with me:  “when God has become my salvation, with joy I will draw water from the wells of salvation.”  I preached about it this morning:  there is nothing like having tasted of the living water that Jesus Christ has to give and there is nothing like knowing that you are right with God!  There is nothing like knowing you stand ready to meet a just and righteous God because you have fully obeyed His commandments and have dealt with the sin issue of your life and changed wells from the well of Jacob to the wells of Jesus Christ!  There is nothing like knowing that you are free from who you once were and free – truly free – from the bondage of sin and from addictions and generational curses and you are free to be all that God wants you to be and to step into all that God has for you!  Truly it is “with joy” that we draw from the waters of salvation because truly God’s salvation is truly great!

But let us realize that there is an enemy of our soul, an enemy that desires to stop up the wells of salvation and to rename them from what they should be called.  We need to check out the wells of salvation in our life every once in a while and see if you can still draw joy from them.  It’s time for God to give us a new harvest of people coming to things that many of you have experienced years and years ago, but what is your current status as to the wells of salvation that were once bubbling with joy?  You were excited about God when you first received His Spirit and you were able to draw great joy then, but what about now?  Where does it say in Scripture that you are supposed to be really excited and on fire for God at first and then mellow out and simmer down as you move forward?  That concept is not from the teachings of scriptures from the way it has to be, but rather from the fact that when we begin to draw water joyfully from the wells of salvation, there is an enemy of our soul that purposes to try to put debris and things in those wells as soon as possible and so the natural tendency – if we do not check to realize what is happening – is for us to draw less and less from the wells of salvation and for us to derive less and less joy from the experience.  Many people tend to get excited for God at first when they first experience Him and then they allow their enthusiasm to ebb and fade.  But this is not God’s doing – it is a work of the enemy!  The pertinent fact is not how great the stream and flow of the wells of salvation once was in your life, but how great is the flow from those same wells now?  Is it as stronger as ever, or it showing signs of having stuff thrown in the flow?  

Even worse, many people just let the enemy rename their wells of salvation also.  Much of modern Christianity has allowed the enemy to do this to their wells of salvation because they have bought into the lie that only a shallow, mental profession in Christ is needed for salvation and a group sinner’s prayer replaces true, heartfelt and life-changing repentance, manmade religious ceremonies replace water baptism in Jesus’ name, and the Spirit is quenched and even explained away until people are not even seeking to receive it as they did on the Day of Pentecost.  They take the wells of salvation and try to rename them from what God called such things in the New Testament church but never forget that if the enemy has renamed the wells, they have also stopped up their flow!  As a result we have a multitude of Christians today who have experienced a pseudo-Christianity that has turned them off to truly seeking God.  They shook the preacher’s hand, prayed the sinner’s prayer, and maybe showed their faith publicly to pacify the church leadership in a manmade baptism and they have been told that grace means that they can go live like the devil and never ever have to worry about being lost eternally.  That is taking the wells of salvation and renaming them, but it is also stopping the flow of the real wells of salvation!  

God is looking for some people with the attitude, insight, and courage of Isaac who will not give into what the enemy would rename the wells of salvation as and who would dig again the true wells of what it takes to be born again of the water and of the Spirit and who would be willing to call it as it was originally called back in the original church. But let us move beyond just what has happened in Christianity in general and focus on your specific walk with God:  God is looking for people who are not satisfied with status-quo Christianity where we participate in a form of religion and pat ourselves on the back and tell each other how good we are and yet never really seek God with all of our hearts and mind.  God is looking for someone to dig again the wells of salvation and again draw from them with joy!  

I’m preaching even to some of you, that you would never rename such things as far as doctrine is concerned, but yet the enemy of your soul has renamed those wells as something far less than what you originally called it.  When you had received the baptism of the Spirit, you at first viewed it as something awesome and as the most significant thing that had ever happened to you and yet over time you have allowed the enemy to rename church and God and worship and the Holy Spirit to “old hat” or “ordinary” or “monotonous.”  And as a result, you draw from the wells of salvation sparingly and only from a sense of obligation.  You worship only a little and only because you know you should – you have lost the joy of it and the desire to immerse yourself in it!  You have allowed the enemy to fill in your wells of salvation with all sorts of debris and to rename it, but would that the attitude of Isaac would engulf you and consume you!  

Somebody change your viewpoint today towards the wells of salvation:  “I will not just be satisfied with a trickle of the Spirit, but I want to draw deeply again from those wells!”  “I will not let the enemy remove my desire and hunger from the Spirit of God, but I will again draw with joy!”  “I will call the Spirit of God salvation again!”  I will call upon Him from the standpoint of need!  Whatever I’ve got to dig out of my walk with God is going to go so the water can flow again!  Whatever I’ve got to get out of my life so that His Spirit can flow freely, I will do!  I’m preaching to a people who were once excited about God and excited about the next service and believing that God could and would do anything great.  Some of you are still there, but others have allowed the enemy to block that flow off and to rename it as something else.  It’s time to dig again the wells of salvation and the Spirit!  It’s time to make sure that anything that could block their flow is removed and that we are calling them and viewing them as what we should!  Come on, Isaac, it’s time to dig again and rename the wells of salvation in our life!  Whatever you’ve got to push through, push through!  Whatever you’ve got to throw out, throw out!  Somebody sing the song of Moses, “Spring up oh well!”  Whatever you’ve got to do, do it but get those wells flowing again and call them what God and you originally called them!  

_____________________________________________________________________

There is another well mentioned in scripture as being prominent in the patriarchal days, the well of Beer-lahai-roi.  That literally translates as “The well of the Living One who sees me.”  This is yet another well that the enemy would like to take from us, clog up, and rename something else.  Never forget that:

Living by faith and trusting in God is a well.

Beer-lahai-roi.  We read of it first when Hagar has been cast out from Abraham’s presence through no fault of her own and she has reached her wit’s end and feels that she and her son will die of thirst.  It was this well that she discovered to sustain her and here that the angel of the Lord appeared to her and told her that she was going to make it because God was for her.  She named this well, “the well of the Living One who sees me” because there she learned what it was to trust God and it was there that she discovered that God was faithful and would see her through even the darkest circumstances of her life.  Now in light of that earlier mention, listen to this verse from Isaac’s life:

Gen 25:11 After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at Beer-lahai-roi. ESV

I like this scripture because the contrast is great:  Hagar visited the place once when she was in great distress, but Isaac chose to live there.  Isaac made his home and permanently settled at the site of this old well.  Isaac didn’t just run to “the well of the Living One who sees me” only when he was in the worst trouble of his life, but chose to everyday drink from its waters.  Isaac chose to live every day of his life trusting in and putting his faith in God for all matters of his life.

How easy it is for the enemy to stop this well up in our lives and for us to wake up and realize that all of a sudden there has been a shift and what used to be called faith is now an outlook of fear!  I’ve been there:  you are living for God and suddenly realize that you are acting not out of faith but out of dread of the future and with trembling at the uncertainties of life.  How important this well of Beer-lahoi-roi is because the just shall live by faith!  And how determined the enemy of our souls is to try to dam it up and rename our faith and trust in God with terms such as “dread, fear, worry, depression, anxiety, and insecurity.”  And it can be a very subtle change and you wake up one day and though you are serving God, you realize that you are not facing your life serving God with faith.  You are still being faithful to His principles and commandments, but you are not facing the future with the attitude that He commanded.  

It was Jesus who said, “the Father knows you have need of these basic things in life, don’t worry as the Gentiles do.”  And, “He knows every move of the sparrow and sees the sparrow if it falls and how much more are you worth than sparrows?”  “He clothes the fields and takes care of their needs, how much more will He take care of His own children?”  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.”  Truly it is as David proclaimed, and I feel like reading the whole thing:

Ps 37:1-40 Don't worry about the wicked or envy those who do wrong. 2 For like grass, they soon fade away. Like spring flowers, they soon wither. 3 Trust in the Lord and do good. Then you will live safely in the land and prosper. 4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart's desires. 5 Commit everything you do to the Lord. Trust him, and he will help you. 6 He will make your innocence radiate like the dawn, and the justice of your cause will shine like the noonday sun. 7 Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act. Don't worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes. 8 Stop being angry! Turn from your rage! Do not lose your temper— it only leads to harm. 9 For the wicked will be destroyed, but those who trust in the Lord will possess the land. 10 Soon the wicked will disappear. Though you look for them, they will be gone. 11 The lowly will possess the land and will live in peace and prosperity. 12 The wicked plot against the godly; they snarl at them in defiance.13 But the Lord just laughs, for he sees their day of judgment coming. 14 The wicked draw their swords and string their bows to kill the poor and the oppressed, to slaughter those who do right. 15 But their swords will stab their own hearts, and their bows will be broken.

16 It is better to be godly and have little than to be evil and rich. 17 For the strength of the wicked will be shattered, but the Lord takes care of the godly. 18 Day by day the Lord takes care of the innocent, and they will receive an inheritance that lasts forever. 19 They will not be disgraced in hard times; even in famine they will have more than enough. 20 But the wicked will die. The Lord's enemies are like flowers in a field— they will disappear like smoke. 21 The wicked borrow and never repay, but the godly are generous givers. 22 Those the Lord blesses will possess the land, but those he curses will die. 23 The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives. 24 Though they stumble, they will never fall, for the Lord holds them by the hand. 25 Once I was young, and now I am old. Yet I have never seen the godly abandoned or their children begging for bread. 26 The godly always give generous loans to others, and their children are a blessing. 27 Turn from evil and do good, and you will live in the land forever. 28 For the Lord loves justice, and he will never abandon the godly. He will keep them safe forever, but the children of the wicked will die. 29 The godly will possess the land and will live there forever. 30 The godly offer good counsel; they teach right from wrong. 31 They have made God's law their own, so they will never slip from his path. 32 The wicked wait in ambush for the godly, looking for an excuse to kill them. 33 But the Lord will not let the wicked succeed or let the godly be condemned when they are put on trial. 34 Put your hope in the Lord. Travel steadily along his path. He will honor you by giving you the land. You will see the wicked destroyed. 35 I have seen wicked and ruthless people flourishing like a tree in its native soil. 36 But when I looked again, they were gone! Though I searched for them, I could not find them! 37 Look at those who are honest and good, for a wonderful future awaits those who love peace. 38 But the rebellious will be destroyed; they have no future. 39 The Lord rescues the godly; he is their fortress in times of trouble. 40 The Lord helps them, rescuing them from the wicked. He saves them, and they find shelter in him. NLTse

Come on you children of faith, rise up like your forefather Isaac and say, “I will not allow the enemy to stop up my well of faith and trusting in the Lord and I will not allow the enemy to rename it!  My hope is in the Lord!  I trust in Him and He holds my way!  My every step is ordered in His Word!  The wicked will not have the final say!  God is my shield and fortress!  I’m choosing to live my life at this well of the Living One who sees me and I will not let the enemy destroy it!

______________________________________________________________________     

Another well mentioned throughout this time is the well of Beersheba.  Literally it means “the place of seven wells” and there were actually seven wells in once place.  This well is mentioned both in Abraham and Isaac’s life just after God had delivered them from their enemies, particularly one Abimilech.  Here at this place of seven wells, we find that Abraham planted a grove of trees as a monument to the faithfulness of God.
  Throughout the events of these men’s lives, Beersheba was a place where God recounted and reaffirmed His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and in the last verses of our text, Isaac had God appear to him there and recount and reaffirm His promises to him.
  Never forget:

The promises of God are a wonderful well.

I might add that the promises of God are sure-flowing wells, because truly they are many!  When you talk about the promises of God, like the well of Beersheba, you are talking about the well of sevens – a well that is actually many, many wells all flowing freely; how great are the promises of our God to us!  

And yet, never forget the warning and challenge of our text that just as in Isaac’s day there was an enemy who wanted to stop-up the flow of and rename these wells, so it is with the wells of God’s promises in our lives.  The enemy would like to come into your mind and stop up the flow of God’s promises and rename them in your mind to being futile and pipe dreams and things that will never actually come to pass, but oh that someone would get the spirit of Isaac and undo what the enemy has set out to do!

Listen to this preacher:  the only way the enemy can stop up the promises of God in your life and keep them from being fulfilled is if he can get you to believe that the promises of God are futile and get you to walk away from the well.  Only unbelief and then dislocation can stop the promises of God.  I wish I had time to expound on that – unbelief doesn’t stop the promises of God, it just keeps us personally from receiving them because we remove ourselves from the flow.  The promises of God are a sure-flowing well, but unbelief causes impatience that leads to the relocation to a place where you cannot drink from their waters!  If you want to be blessed of God, you’ve got to be in the right spot and you’ve got to be willing to believe – let it be so with the waters of the well of God’s promises!  Don’t walk away from the wells of seven because the promises of God are coming and will be a sure thing.  Get the junk out of the way that would keep you from being able to receive it when it comes and whatever you do don’t grow disheartened and rename them as fables and walk away.  The promises of God will come – that is not the question – the question is whether or not you will be there to receive them when they do come!  Somebody make up in your mind that this well will flow freely in your life and you will receive all that God has for you in His promises!

______________________________________________________________________

There is one more well that I would like to bring to your attention.  In the Song of Solomon, the bride and groom’s love is likened as a well.
  In the book of Proverbs we read:

Prov 5:15 Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. ESV

Which in context is to say, “be satisfied with the love of your current spouse and do not look to another for that fulfillment.”  Never forget that:

Our Godly relationships are a well.

Relationships that God blesses:  Godly friendships of the righteous, the marriage vow, the family unit, the relationship between brothers and sisters and parents and children are wells of blessing and goodness to us.  And the enemy wants nothing more than to stop up the flow of those wells of relationship and then get us to go along with the renaming of those relationships.  But, oh, like before we cannot stand for it!  

The enemy would like to destroy every family and every Godly relationship in our life.  He wants to come in and get us to thinking that there is no hope for our marriage.  He destroys these wells by trying to throw garbage in our closest friendships and put discord between brothers and sisters.  The enemy wants to inhibit the flow of Godly love from one another and he wants to get us to go along with the labels that he gives those relationship.  He wants you to view your pastor not as a friend and a teacher but as an enemy and as someone who has it out for you.  The enemy wants to rename the well of your marriage vow from “he that finds a wife finds a good thing” to the false view of “a ball and chain.”  The grass isn’t greener on the other side, folks, and the answer is not divorce and trade them in for a new model, but to get out the junk that you’ve allowed the enemy to put into the well of your relationship and to rename it as God called it in the beginning as something good.  

Even in your friendships with brothers and sisters we have an enemy who would like to stop up the wells of brotherly love and rename them as enemies – but don’t stand for it!  I like what Isaac did in the latter verses of our text.  When he dug a well that was called, “Esek,” he didn’t hang around nor drink from it but moved onward.  He did the same thing with the next one, abandoning and leaving behind the well called, “Sitnah.”  “Esek” means “contention” and “Sitnah” means “enmity” or “hatred.”  There are just some wells that aren’t worth uncovering and hanging around and drinking from and the wells of contention and hatred are such wells!   

Let the attitude, courage, and determination of Isaac rise up in within each of us!  I will not accept the enemies’ hindering or stopping up the flow of the wells of God in my life and I will not let them be renamed!  I will draw fully with joy from the wells of salvation; I will encamp all of my life and drink freely from the well of the Living One who sees me and live trusting in Him more than anything else!  I will go to Beersheba and keep myself positioned to receive the promises of God because they are a sure thing if I will but wait upon the Lord!  And I will guard the Godly relationships within my life and not let them be dammed or changed.  It’s time to take stock of the wells in our lives and to reopen them and rename them, as God would have them to be!  Let Isaac be our example in this!

� Genesis 21:33


� See also the same thing with Jacob in Genesis 46:1-5.


� Song of Solomon 4:15





